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ONE: Speaks 


Cover on 


(TWO IS SEATED IN A CHAIR, HIS EAD BENT TOW, IS HANDS 
HANGING IN PRONE OF HIM. HE SHAKES HIS HEAD SLOWLY.) 


i 
| THREE: He's not deaf. 
¢ ONEs Oh, no. He's not deaf. 
‘ THREE: Maybe he juct doesn't like us. 
€ ONE: Then let him say co. Why dontt you like us? 
: THREE: He's heard stories. About us. 
ONE: Really. Wave you heard stories? Ahout us? 
i THREE: Things neople ser. 
ONE: But neonle exaggerate. 
THREES No sense of proportion. 
ONE: When peonle are frightened they always exaggerate. 
THREE: If vou believe all you hear. 
ONE: OFFER HIM a cigarette. 
THREES He doesn't smoke. 
34 ONE: How do you now he doesn't smoke? 
THREE: Have a fag. See? He doesn't emoke. 
£ » CNEs Does he drink? 
; He doesn't drink either. 


a 


ONE You're sure? 
(a ad 
Absolutely vositive. 
What about sex? 
Not hin. 


I wonder. 


You're wasting your time. ‘This one is different. 
I'll tell you whet I think. 


(THREE SITS ON THE FLOOR CLOSE TO TWO. HE TIGHTS A 
CIGARETTE, ) 


I think it's all a mistake. A mistake. I mean 
nobody's infallible. 


ONE#E: Yes. Yes. You could be right. 

THREE: We've made mistakes before, haven't we? Bad 
mistakes. 

CNE: Tes. 

THREE: And it's always the innocent who heve to su°fer. 

CNEs But if he wont speak. 

THREE: He must have something to hide. I know. But just 
remember one thing. The stories peovle tell. 

ONEs Peovle exaggerate. 

THREE: They not only exaggerate. They falsify. They 


invent. And what happens? Good simple souls 
like our friend here are misled. 


ONE: Then we must reassure hin, 

‘THREES But how? 

ONE: We'll tell him he has nothing, nothing whatever to 
fear. 

THREE: But will he believe you? 

ONE: 3s he any reason not to. Has anyone harmed him? 


Has anyone so much as laid a finger on him? 


THREE: I don't now. Where was he before he came here? 
is 
. (ONE CONSULTS SOME DCCUMENTS. ) 

CNEs B. 

THREE: There you are. Now you know and I !mow what's 


wrong with @®. It's places like @ that get 
these stories started. ; 


ONE: Hets had a medical. 


THREE: Anythine there? 


(CNE CCNTINOES TO LEAF THRCUGH THE DOCUIENTS, ) 


(CNS COMES FORWARD, LIFTS TO'S HEAD PACK? 
Tet's have a look. My, mr. 
(TWO'S HEAD SLUMPS FORWARD ONCE MORE.) 


THREE: Well? 


ONE: They've taken sll his teeth out. Riggs! 


ONE: Tooks like. Teeth extractions. 
disease. Pyorrhea alveolaris. 


oe 
TYREE: Good old @. Running’ to form. } 


ONE: Whet's done is done. 


Sonebody'= boobed. 


rig) likely. Nevertheless we have a job to 
oO. 


4nd ours not to reason why. 


Quite. 


(CN# TURNS HIS RACK AND BUSIES HIMSELF VITH SCLE 
PAPERS.) 


(7m! 
HIG HANDS ON HIS SHOULDERS. ) 


es 


Thet's the wey it is, you see. You're here 
end we're here and there's nothing eny 07 us 
ean do te change that. It's out of our hands. 
I don't tow who's to bleme but I hone you're 
not blaming us. Victiwa of circumstances, the 
three of us. Personelly I feel there's been 
amisteke. A ghastly micteke. But wy nersonel 
feelings don't come into it. You co see that? 


You ‘now, the fumny thine is, uost people when 
they come here vant to talk, Esnecially i* 
they're frichtened ae most o” then are - Soil 
se. In Lact, 
“ they ere, the move they 


knows why, these stories, J suppor 


the more : 


talk. imes avite abusive. Ye don't ~ind 
that. z as they're talking we're quite 
hapoy. 


This isn't @, you know. Don't think that. 
Actually @'s on the vay out. We know it 
doesn't work. Wetve been telline then “or 
veers. But, it asems, in the nopular mind @ 
still serves a puroose. I can't see it myself, 
mind vou. It certainly doesn't make our Fob 
any escier. Toot at the trouble ve're having 
with you. Mow if, at the start, you'c been 
toten straizht here to us, vell, vel? he sble 
te Cicoise things openly, like intelligent 
neople, wouldn't we? As it ie youtve withdrawn 
corpletel’. Thanks to 9. 


TS HAS RISEN, HE STAYS 3EHIND TWO aND PLACES 


THREE: 


le atght % iy 
wre rhe be 
waned uf, and 
whe wet otry / 
me Te ater. / 


“Cherished possessions? d0ver;wSEety “ths teksto 
t sand ciemametGeltd, Sich ren we 

can unéerstan’, even symmethice with an? trv to 

correct. An’ in 9° cases out of 2 hun*red ve 


Te don't get rany lize you here. It's all talkere 
we get here. Marxist talkers. tacist tal-ers. 
Gren Christian talzers. Ye hac - bishen once -*ho 
spole for seventeen hours non stop. He was 
voturned to his palace that same night. He too had 
been the victim of - -istale. Heads rolled of 
course but not ours >ecause we detected the mistake. 
In time. 


This rlace, you see, is geared to the talking 
animal: homo loquax. And eilence, well, let!s 
just say we've made no provision for silence. 


Se one word of advice. Some neople - not necessarily 
me or my collearue here - but some people, in 
certain quarters, entertain what we might think 
rather a neculiar notion as to the significance of 
silence, Marching in a dezo, leading a strike, 
advocating a revolution or even throwing a bomb - 
these things they consider child's play. ‘Some even 
go so far as to sav we should encourage such ects. 
Insofar as, in the iirst nlace, by such acts are 

the malcontents mare known to us. 4nd secontly 
because these malcontents - nen who vent more rover, 
mere money, ~ore destruction and more mavhem, such 
men, If they only *nev it, ere eerentieliy at one 
with the State, et one with us, since they 7evand 

the thince the Strte holds most 7oar — our vost 


sneceed, Beceute, in a word, we svesk the same 
lenguage, velre after the aeme things. 


So it follows, vor seo, ineseapably, tet the only 
veal subversive is ne who Coe not sneak our 
lenguace. (or lancuaze is very simple, very 
natural, very human: self—-ressrvation, a whole 
win, a comforteble life. Mething 2icSieult in 
that wirely. 


Se FT must varn you. If your silence nersists, we 
1 assume you *c not sneak our lanemage. In | 
which case, I'm avraid, we shall have no slternative i 
but to nert with vou. Trust me. I'm on your side. 
This silence is stwvid. Sneak. 


He doesn't believe vou. Ue thinks it's - trick. 


Anroliceran's trick. Pretencinz to be ‘ acly, 
Not thet he cares thet much. | 


THREE: 


(THEY TAKE CHAIRS AND SIT LIKE THO STUMPED TOR RD, Head 
LOWERED 41D FANDS HANGING. PAUSE. TC RISGS VERY ST. ILY, 
goes to table, PICKS UP THREETS CIGARETTES, TAEES ONE, 
LIGHTS IT, CCMES FORWARD, STANDS CVER Ol AND TERED.) 


(Ss 


We mst make him care, 

int how do you nronose we set about ccing thet? He 
has no frien’s, no relatives, no job, no arbition, 
nothing. Wo home, no xossessions, nothing. 

Fow o1d? 

Thirty-three. 

are you a >oet? 

He's barely literate. 

Definitely not volitical? 

Tf only he weve. 

an? no ertvinal record. 

No. But ouite a dossier. They've been on to him 
for three veers now. Before that. Behavioural 
responses normal. I still think: sex. 

I doubt it. He's too... reciened. I mean he's eviet, 
isn't he? Inside himsel*. Still. He's not in 
turmoil. "e's calm. 

Whet about relivion? 

Yes. 

Lite the bishov. 

No. It was just sex with the bishop. 

So he's a fanatic. Some nev sect or other. 
Fanatics talk. 


I heave an idea. Let's put ourselves in his nosition. 


It's worth a try. 


Sneak! 


TENGE, ) 


